Humanities  West  will  precede  their  31st  season  of  symposia  with  a concert 

San  Francisco  Examiner  (CA)  - September  7,  2014 

Author/Byline:  Stephen  Smoliar,  SF  Classical  Music  Examiner 
Section:  Music 

The  2014-2015  season  of  three  two-day  symposia  organized  by  Humanities  West  will  not  get  under  way  until  next  month.  However,  for 
this  month  Humanities  West  has  scheduled  an  "overture"  for  the  season  in  the  form  of  a chamber  music  recital.  The  title  of  the  concert  is 
From  Haydn  to  Schoenfield:  Rockin'  the  Sonata  with  The  Saint  Michael  Trio  featuring  three  performers  from  the  Palo  Alto  area:  Daniel 
Sher  on  violin,  Michael  Flexer  on  cello,  and  Russell  Hancock  on  piano.  All  three  members  of  the  group  have  music  as  their  avocation, 
since  they  all  maintain  thriving  careers  in  the  private  technology  sector. 

As  the  title  suggests,  the  program  will  focus  on  piano  trios  by  Joseph  Haydn  and  Paul  Schoenfield.  Despite  the  differences  in  their 
settings  (Haydn  in  the  eighteenth  century  and  Schoenfield  in  the  present  day),  each  composer  took  an  extensive  knowledge  of 
contemporary  practices  as  a point  of  departure  for  his  own  efforts  in  composition.  For  Haydn  this  was  a matter  of  entertaining  (or  at  least 
diverting)  different  levels  of  nobility  and  royalty.  Schoenfield,  on  the  other  hand,  built  up  his  chops  playing  with  a jazz  trio  in  the  cocktail 
lounge  at  Murphy's  steakhouse  in  Minneapolis.  Each  of  these  settings  provided  the  seeds  for  the  respective  composer's  craft,  and  that 
craft  was  further  fueled  in  both  cases  by  both  composers'  capacity  for  wit. 

This  entertaining  and  enlightening  recital  will  take  place  at  the  Marines'  Memorial  Theatre  at  609  Sutter  Street,  just  off  Union  Square.  It 
will  begin  at  7:30  p.m.  on  Friday,  September  19.  Tickets  are  being  sold  by  City  Box  Office  for  $45  and  $55.  An  event  page  with  a seating 
chart  is  available  for  online  purchase.  Further  information  is  also  available  from  Humanities  West  at  415-391-9700. 
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